Dear Friends,
Late Friday, the Pennsylvania legislature passed HB 2468 by wide margins and
today Governor Wolf signed it into law.
The new law will require that the Lower Merion School District seek approval from
the Orphan’s Court before taking Stoneleigh by eminent domain. They’d have to
prove to the Court that there is no “reasonable and prudent alternative” site for a sports
complex and/or school.
Throughout the legislative process, you made your voices heard. Thousands of you sent
emails and made phone calls.
The votes in both the House and Senate were overwhelmingly supportive and bipartisan. And
it all happened with extraordinary speed. This represents a remarkable expression of
support for conservation and for the common-sense notion that, once land is
preserved, it should stay that way.
This extraordinary legislative success is a result of the leadership and determination of our
champions in the House and Senate—Representatives Warren Kampf, Kate Harper, and
Marcy Toepel, and Senator Bob Mensch—and a host of bipartisan House cosponsors,
including local Representatives Tim Briggs, Mary Jo Daley, and Greg Vitali. They, and every
member of the legislature who voted for HB 2468, has our sincere gratitude.
As we celebrate this moment, a sobering reality remains. While the law places an
additional obstacle in the School District’s way, the threat to Stoneleigh has not
gone away. In the end, the only sure way to save Stoneleigh is for the Lower
Merion School District to take Stoneleigh—all of Stoneleigh—off the table. For
good.

We cannot let up!
Please continue to let the Lower Merion School District know that you oppose the taking of
any portion of Stoneleigh.
- Help us to exceed 30,000 signatures on the online petition.

- If you don’t already have a Save Stoneleigh sign (or two) in your yard, stop by Stoneleigh
to pick one up. A new shipment arrived last week.
- Continue to send emails to the School Board. Encourage friends and family to do the same.
- If you aren't a member of Natural Lands, please join us. The best way to support
Stoneleigh is to support Natural Lands through membership. You'll receive an "I Love
Stoneleigh" bumper magnet for your car (while supplies last).

Saying "thank you" doesn't feel like it's enough... but please know how much I mean these
words. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Molly K. Morrison
President
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